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Instructions to Authors Submitting Manuscripts in English
(revised April 1, 2023)

The Journal of the Japanese Society of Pediatric Surgeons
(JSPS) is the official bimonthly publication of the JSPS. In
this journal, original research articles, clinical and labora-
tory observations, reviews of medical progress, case-based
discussions, and letters to the editors in pediatric surgery
and related fields are published.

General

Articles are accepted for publication with the stipulation
that they are submitted solely to the Journal of the JSPS.
This journal will not accept papers that have been published
elsewhere, even if in another language, or papers that are
being considered by another publication or in the process of
being published.

Investigations regarding human subjects and animal
experiments must conform to accepted ethical standards.
For investigations involving human subjects, fully informed
consent must be obtained and noted in the manuscript. The
protocol for the research project must also comply with the
provisions of the World Medical Assembly Declaration of
Helsinki (available at http://www.wma.net/e/).

When reporting a study that involves human participants,
authors should include a statement confirming that the
study was approved by the appropriate institutional ethics
committee. Not only interventional studies but also obser-
vational studies must be approved by the ethics commit-
tee. It depends on the authors’ institutional policy whether
case reports require ethics approval. If the study is granted
exemption from requiring ethics approval, this should be
detailed in the manuscript.

If the study involves any off-label use of drugs or surgical
treatments not covered by any health insurance, which
require ethics approval, this should also be detailed in the
manuscript.

If there is no ethics committee in the authors’ institution,
the authors should apply to another institution such as an
affiliated university or a local medical association for ethics
approval.

All of the authors must indicate whether they have a
financial relationship with the organization that sponsored
the research in accordance with the “Guidelines for Conflict
of Interest Issues Related to Clinical Studies”, available at
the home page of the Japanese Society of Pediatric Surgeons.
Therefore, the manuscript must be accompanied by the
“Journal of the Japanese Society of Pediatric Surgeons Conflict
of Interest Disclosure Statement (form 2)”.

All submitted articles will be evaluated by at least two
expert reviewers assigned by the editors. The editors will
correspond with the authors and make the final judgment
on the manuscript. The type of article, such as case report,
original research, or review article, will be finally decided
by the editorial board of the journal. The first author is

required to be a member of the JSPS. Nonmembers may
submit manuscripts as first authors only with the sponsor-
ship of a JSPS member.

The authorship should be based on a substantial contri-
bution to the design of the work, the acquisition, analysis,
or the interpretation of data, and drafting and/or critical
revision. The roles of all the authors should be described at
the end of the manuscript.

One author should be delegated as the corresponding
author and is responsible for managing all communications
between the journal and all the authors and ensuring that all
the authors have approved the manuscript before submis-
sion. The contact information of the corresponding author
should be provided on the title page of the manuscript.

The copyrights to a paper become the property of JSPS
when the paper is accepted for publication. The authors
must agree that the article, if editorially accepted for pub-
lication, shall be licensed under the Creative Commons
Attribution License (CC BY-NC-SA). Page proofs will be
sent to the corresponding author and are to be returned to
the Editorial Office as soon as possible. Alterations are to
be limited to the correction of typographical errors.

Authors whose first language is not English should have
their manuscripts checked by a native English speaker who
is familiar with the topic of the paper. Proof that the English
of the manuscript has been checked should be attached.

Manuscripts

Line numbers should be added on the manuscript, restarting
on each new page. Pages should be numbered consecutively,
commencing with the title page and including those containing
the abstract, key words, main text, authors’ roles, references,
tables, figure legends, figures, and video legends.

The manuscripts should be arranged as follows.

Title page

The title page should include the article title, the name of
each author, the institution from which the work originated,
the full postal address of the institution, numbers of tables
and figures, acknowledgments, and the category of the
manuscript. The name, business phone number, and e-mail
address of the corresponding author are also required.

Abstract

A structured abstract of no more than 250 words must
accompany the manuscript. It is to consist of four paragraphs
with the following introductory labels: Purpose, Methods,
Results, and Conclusions. Case reports should contain a
brief unstructured abstract. Following the abstract, up to
five keywords are to be given for subject indexing. They
should be taken from Medical Subject Headings terms.

Text

The text of observational and experimental original arti-



cles should be divided into the following sections: Introduc-
tion, Methods, Results, and Discussion. For case reports,
the manuscript text should be arranged under the following
headings: Introduction, Case report, and Discussion. Items
of measurement in manuscripts should be in metric units,
such as mm, mg, kg, °C, and mEq.

Acknowledgments of people, grants, funds, and so forth
that contributed substantially to the work should be given
separately from the main document. A conflict-of-interest
statement should always be inserted in Acknowledgments,
even when no such conflict exists.

References

Cite references in the text using superscripted numbers
in the order of reference appearance in the text. References
themselves should be typed in double-spaced format on
a separate sheet of paper. Note that journal abbreviations
must follow the style used in the Medline/ Index Medicus.
List all authors if there are three or fewer; for four or more
authors, list the first three and add “et al.”.

Examples of reference entries

For journals:

1) Bajpai M, Das K, Gupta AK: Caudal duplication syn-
drome: More evidence for theory of caudal twinning. J
Pediatr Surg, 39: 223-225, 2004.

2) Langwieler T, Fiegel HC, Alaamian M, et al.: The
relationship of diaphragmatic defect, liver growth, and
lung hypoplasia in nitrofen-induced congenital dia-
phragmatic defect, liver growth, and lung hypoplasia
in nitrofen-induced congenital diaphragmatic hernia in
the rat. Pediatr Surg Int, 20: 509-514, 2004.

3) Richmond A: Chemokine modulation of the tumor
microenvironment. Pigment Cell Melanoma Res. Epub
23: 312-313, 2010.

For books:

1) Tsuchida Y, Suzuki N: Hepatic tumors. In Puri P
(ed): Newborn Surgery (2nd ed). pp. 739-745, Arnold,
London, 2003.

For URLs:

http://www.jsps.or.jp/ (cited 2021-07-01).

Tables and figures

Tables are to be typed in double-spaced format on sepa-
rate pages, numbered in the order in which they are men-
tioned in the text, and given a brief descriptive title. Line
drawings and graphs of figures drawn professionally that
can be reduced to final journal dimensions are required.
Legends must be provided for all figures and are to be typed
in double-spaced format on a separate sheet of paper. If
the resolutions of the figures are very low, high-resolution
figure files in a different electronic format will be requested
after the manuscript has been accepted for publication.

If submitting videos, the following specifications are a
guideline for authors; the format is MP4, the duration is no
more than two minutes per video, upper limit for the size of
a single video file is 10 MB, and the number of video files is
two or less. Videos are numbered in the order of appearance
in the text, and their legends must be provided after the fig-

ures. Videos play supplementary roles when the study may
not be understandable only with photos. The content of the
manuscript needs to be complete even without the videos.
The presence or absence of a video and its content will not
form the basis for the reviewers’ decisions.

Letters to the Editors

The editors invite comments that express differences of
opinion or supporting views of previously published papers
in the journal or short communications in the form of let-
ters. Each letter must not exceed 300 words, should be
typed in double-spaced format, and may include up to three
complete references without any tables or figures. The
editor-in-chief reserves the right to accept or reject letters.

Submitting the Manuscript

Manuscripts and video files should be submitted to the
Editorial Office via e-mail. Save texts, tables, and figures
in a single file using Microsoft Word-compatible formats or
a PDF file. Please consult the editorial office if the e-mail
cannot be transmitted owing to the file size.

Editorial Office:

Journal of the Japanese Society of Pediatric Surgeons,

Nakanishi Printing Co., Ltd.

Shimotachiuri, Ogawa Higashi, Kamikyo-ku, Kyoto

602-8048, Japan

TEL +81-75-441-3155, FAX +81-75-417-2050

E-mail: jsps-hen@nacos.com

Publishing Charges
Manuscripts accepted for publication are processed with
an editorial charge of 10,000 Japanese Yen.

Extra Charges

The cost of publication is free within four pages for original
papers and three pages for case reports. Additional pages
will be charged 15,000 Yen per page.

Reprints of papers are available for a fee. Any reproduction
costs for ensuring the adequate quality of figures is to be
paid separately by the authors.

Secondary Publication

Manuscripts that have already been published in another
journal will not be accepted and should not be submitted;
an exception is made for certain types of article such as
guidelines. Please note, however, that articles that have
been published in the Journal of the JSPS may be repub-
lished in other journals, provided that the author receives
approval from the editors of both journals. The second pub-
lication must faithfully reflect the data and interpretation of
the previously published manuscript, as well as include a
reference to the first publication. The first publication must
be respected and given precedence in reference data, and
all copyrights belong to the JSPS. (These stipulations are
based on the requirements of the International Committee
of Medical Journal Editors, December 2019.)
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